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YEAR 9 COURSE INFORMATION
This Course information booklet introduces the Core and Option Subjects available to our Year 9 students in
2021.
An overview of the Year 9 Programme is on pages 1-4. Detailed Course Outlines are from page 5 and the Year
9 to Year 13 Curriculum Planner is at the end.

WHAT IS THE YEAR NINE CURRICULUM?

All students take subjects in all of the essential learning areas.
Compulsory Subjects
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education and Health.
Optional Subjects
Students choose four of the following half year subjects.
Technology: One of Food Technology, Fashion and Textiles, Digital Technologies, Design and Visual
Communication, or Business
Arts:

One of Drama, Music, Advanced Music, Visual Art, Visual Imaging, or Dance

Languages: One of French, Te Reo Māori, Japanese
Additional: Another one of the options listed above.
Literacy and Numeracy Support Options: Note that students who need extra support may be offered English
Language, or English Enrichment, or Mathematics Extra as an option. Students are selected by
PNGHS for these options on the basis of assessment and transition information.
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WHAT ARE THE ARTS?
The Arts include dance, drama, music, advanced music, visual arts and visual imaging. Students select at
least one of the following five arts options.
Dance – the expression of ideas through movement and various dance forms. Students integrate thinking,
moving and feeling; and develop literacy in dance as they learn about, and develop skills in, performing,
choreographing and responding to a variety of genres from a range of historical and contemporary
contexts.
Drama – the expression of ideas through improvisation and theatre performance. Students will use voice,
body language, movement and space to communicate and create character; use elements and
conventions to create drama; and learn about technical and production aspects of theatre.
Music – the expression of ideas through natural, acoustic and digital sound environments. Students will
develop performance and listening skills, musical knowledge and create music. An Advanced Music
option is available for students with two or more years of instrumental or voice tuition experience.
Visual Art – the expression of ideas through representations, abstractions, and responses to human
experience. Students will learn to draw and paint, solve design problems, use imagination and critical
faculty; learn about making art works; and study the work of artists.
Visual Imaging – the expression of ideas through digital imaging. Students will be introduced to two
dimensional drawing using traditional and electronic media. Students will learn about New Zealand
imagery as a basis for ceramic modeling and digital animation.

WHAT IS TECHNOLOGY?
Technology includes food, fashion and textiles, digital, business and design and visual communication.
Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of technology to solve problems and respond to
design briefs, and evaluate the feasibility and impact of their technological solutions.
Students select at least one of the following five technology options:
Food Technology - students explore the relationship between food and nutrition, research and develop
nutritious food products, investigate food labelling and the impact of food choices.
Fashion and Textiles – students investigate, develop and create solutions to particular design briefs using
combinations of textiles and other materials.
Digital Technologies – students access and explore the application and impact of computer technology to
problem solving and design.
Design and Visual Communication – students develop freehand and technical drawing, and computer
aided design skills to depict and clarify ideas and proposed solutions.
Business – students are able to be enterprising and to acquire financial literacy for both small business and
personal application.
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WHAT DOES STUDYING A LANGUAGE INVOLVE?
Languages enable students to develop skills in listening, reading, writing and speaking to communicate in
another language and develop an understanding of its culture. Students will experience real communication
in relevant contexts supported by ICT and an emphasis on the working of languages including grammar.
Students will be immersed in the use of the target language in the classroom.
Students select at least one of the following three language options:
•
•
•

Japanese
French
Te Reo Māori

English Language (formerly ESOL) and English Enrichment are offered to students who need further support.
See below.

MEETING LEARNING NEEDS
Palmerston North Girls’ High School endeavours to cater for a diverse range of student learning needs.
A range of learning assistance is available for students who require it through our Te Whare Poutama
Achievement Centre.
Following entry assessment and information from feeder schools, students who may require extra support
will be identified. Students are referred by Deans and teachers to Te Whare Poutama Achievement Centre for
assessment and if applicable, development of an education plan. Any changes are timetabled and parents
are informed.
They may be offered one or more of the following:
•

Year 9 ‘English Enrichment’ and ‘Mathematics Extra’ classes provide additional literacy and numeracy
assistance for students whose level of reading and writing or mathematics is needing development. These
classes will be run during the option programme.
				
*English Enrichment: entry by selection for students who require support to meet
				
literacy requirements for success at PNGHS.
* Mathematics Extra: entry by selection for students who require support to meet numeracy
requirements for success at PNGHS.
• Classes are provided for English Language (English for speakers of other language) students. These classes
are taught at three different levels dependent on the student’s English capability.
		 *English Language (formerly ESOL): entry by selection for students whose first language is not
		 English.
• Teacher Aides may be available to assist students in mainstream classes.
• Supported Form Class: Placement in a form class with a maximum of 18 students who are given support
through a range of strategies. They receive targeted support but generally will not miss out on their
choice of option subjects.
In Year 11, students who need additional assistance with their learning will be invited to join one or more of
NCEA Level 1 English Studies, Mathematics Studies and Science 1 subjects.
Departments provide peer-tutoring opportunities for students at lunchtime. Often regular weekly sessions
are scheduled and advertised in the daily notices. All students can make good use of this service to improve
their achievement outcomes.
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ACCELERATION
Where students demonstrate advanced knowledge and achievement in the subject area, they may be offered
acceleration by one year level in selected subjects. This usually occurs from Year 10 into Year 11.
Acceleration Process
Early in Term 4 of Year 9, following completion of internal examinations, Heads of Department are asked to
make recommendations for acceleration in their subject.
Letters of invitation for acceleration are sent to successful students before the end of Term 4 – these are
conditional on end of year results being at the standard required. Students can be accelerated in up to 3
subjects.

GIFTED AND TALENTED (Extension)
The aim of the scheme is to provide a formal extension programme at the Year 9 to Year 13 levels. We provide
opportunities for gifted and talented students across a range of learning areas. Extension opportunities are
also provided within subject areas.
Students may opt in or be referred by staff, parents or peers. Students enter and leave the programme as
their needs demand and their commitments allow. Information from contributing schools and our entry
tests are used to identify students before they arrive at Palmerston North Girls’ High School. Parents and
students are also informed of our Extension programme through our school web page and newsletter.
Students meet once a term with the Extension Co-ordinator to set goals, report on their progress and review
their progress in their other subjects and their school attendance.
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YEAR 9 CORE SUBJECTS
YEAR 9 ENGLISH (ENG)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Reading for Understanding

Restriction: None

Response to Personal Reading

Students learn:
• to show an increasing understanding of how texts are shaped for different
purposes and audiences
• to show an increasing understanding of ideas within, across and beyond texts
• to select, develop and communicate ideas on a range of topics
• to use a range of language features appropriately, showing an increasing understanding of their effects
• to show an increasing understanding of text structures
• to organise texts using a range of appropriate structures

Formal and Creative Writing
Response to Text
Speaking - Formal Speech
Presenting - Static Image

Course Costs:
Homework book $12.00

YEAR 9 MATHEMATICS (MAT)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Geometry

Restriction: None

Number

Students learn:
•
to develop mathematical knowledge and thinking
•
to develop an understanding of statistics

Probability

Course Costs:
Homework book (approximately $16.00)

Patterns and Graphs

Fractions/Ratios/Percentages

Equations and Expressions
Measurement

YEAR 9 PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH (PEH)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Athletics

Restriction: None

Gymnastics

Students learn:
• to develop and master skills through movement
• to acquire knowledge and understanding about movement
• to develop positive attitudes towards physical activity
• to enhance interactions and relationships with other people
• to develop self-management skills in a range of health contexts

Netball
Trampoline
Endurance

Course Costs:
Nil
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YEAR 9 SCIENCE (SCI)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Matter

Restriction: None

Mixing and separating

Students learn:
• nature of Science (within each unit) – including: laboratory equipment, observing, safety, investigating, writing practical reports, measuring and recording,
graphs, accuracy, precision, reliability and variables
• matter – including states of matter and particle theory
• mixing and separating – including: separation techniques for mixtures, physical
changes, signs of a chemical change, properties of compounds and gas tests
• astronomical systems – including: history, observations of the night sky, solar
system, classification of planets, the Moon, tides and seasons
• waves and energy - including waves, reflection, refraction and energy
• cells and cell processes – including: organelles, cellular adaptations and cell
processes.
• ecology – including: herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, ecological terminology,
energy flow, food chains and webs and pollution
• food and digestion – digestive system

Astronomical systems presentation
Waves and energy
Botany
Ecology project
Food and digestion
Science: Thinking with evidence entrance assessment
Science: Thinking with evidence assessment

Course Costs:
Student workbook (approximately $21.00)

YEAR 9 SOCIAL STUDIES (SOC)
Prerequisite: None
Restriction: None
Students learn:
• about how societies work and how people can participate as critical, active,
informed and responsible citizens - contexts are drawn from the past, present
and future and from places within and beyond New Zealand
• knowledge, skills and conceptual understandings about human society as they
explore achievement objectives from Level 5 of the New Zealand Curriculum
Course Costs:
Nil

6

Assessments
The following core Social Studies practices will be assessed using a variety of
topic contexts e.g. Child Labour, Anthropology, Future Focus.
Research Skills
Values and Viewpoints
Conceptual Understanding
Conceptual understandings are further assessed by the end of year examination

YEAR 9 OPTION SUBJECTS
TECHNOLOGY

APPLIED CONSUMER TECHNOLOGY
YEAR 9 FOOD TECHNOLOGY
(1/2 Year Course) (FOT)
Prerequisite:

None

Restriction:

None

Assessments
Outcome Development and Evaluation: Safe practices for food preparation

Students learn:
• food safety and personal hygiene
• an introduction to Food Technology and how it influences our lives
• basic Food & Nutrition Guidelines for healthy living
• how to research, plan and prepare a healthy snack food
• the importance of food packaging in a demanding world
• researching customer needs and wants
• how to create a family meal in a disaster situation

Planning for Practice: Planning process - Follow the key stages in the technology
process, in the process of developing a snack
Characteristics of Technological Outcomes: A family meal is created to meet the
constraints of a disaster situation
Technological Modelling: Develop a suitable package for their sampler box

Course Costs:
Class materials $60.00

YEAR 9 FASHION AND TEXTILES
(1/2 Year Course) (FTX)
Prerequisite: None

Assessments
Technological Products: Applied design skills are used to enhance ‘fitness for purpose’
of the outcome of their sweatshirt/hoodie

Restriction: None
Students learn:
• to develop machining skills and safe use on the sewing machine and
overlocker
• foundation sewing techniques in the development of a bag using
woven fabric
• to modify and design a sweatshirt/hoodie with a unique print using
fabric paint
• to select woven fabric to develop sleepwear to meet a specified need
• to use a commercial pattern

Technological Modelling: Use testing and drawing to explore possibilities and to justify
decision making for their sweatshirt/hoodie
Outcome Development and Evaluation: Use stakeholder feedback to determine ‘fitness
for purpose’ for their bag
Brief Development: A brief is formulated for sleepwear to address a need or opportunity
Planning for Practice: A list is formulated for purchasing resources and a construction
plan is presented for sleepwear
Outcome Development and Evaluation: Stakeholder feedback is used to assess ‘fitness
for purpose’ for sleepwear

Course Costs:
Class Materials $25.00
Some materials and components are required for oven gloves and sleepwear

COMMERCE
YEAR 9 BUSINESS
(1/2 Year Course) (BUS)
Prerequisite: None
Restriction: None
Students learn:
• about financial literacy
• valuable research/digital/IT skills
• about housing purchase and renovation project
• to plan and set up an innovative business idea
• to apply the technology strands to carry out an investigation
Course Costs:
Shareholders contribution to developing the business prototype
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Assessments
Kiwisaver brochure
Financial literacy assessment
Housing project (group)
Entrepreneurship poster
Business plan (group)
Business oral presentation (group)

DESIGN AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION
YEAR 9 DESIGN AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION
(1/2 Year Course) (DVC)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

2D/3D Freehand Drawing

Restriction: None

2D/3D Instrumental Drawing

Students learn:
• develop understanding of how the design process is used in DVC
• build knowledge of 2D/3D freehand and instrumental drawings
• explore presentation and rendering techniques
• develop imagination, creativity, and problem solving skills
• explore new technologies and the possibilities they offer

Rendering

Course Costs:
DVC Stationery pack $20.00

Design Process
Design Ideas
Presentation Techniques

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
YEAR 9 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
(1/2 Year Course) (DGT)
Prerequisite: None
Restriction: None
Students learn:
• how to create, change, store, retrieve, share and test digital content
• how to design and create a website
• how to select the correct application to manage information
• about algorithms and logical thinking
• how to develop and debug a computer program

Assessments
Web design and creation
Programming
Information management group assignment
Practical observations in keyboarding and file management

Course Costs:
None - printing vouchers to be purchased as required
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ARTS

DRAMA
YEAR 9 DRAMA
(1/2 Year Course) (DRA)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Use Drama techniques in improvisation (Theatresports)

Restriction: None

Perform an acting role in a scripted production (Major production)

Students learn:
•
to develop confidence and creativity through improvisation
•
to develop skills in, and knowledge of, performing Shakespearean
theatre
•
to work with a team to perform modern theatre
•
to develop confidence and self management skills
•
to design stage costumes

Demonstrate knowledge of a theatre genre (Shakespeare)
Drama examination (one hour)

Course Costs:
Attendance at one designated theatre performance, (cost approximately
$2.00).
There will also be optional trips to theatre performances during the year.

DANCE
YEAR 9 DANCE
(1/2 Year Course) (DAN)
Prerequisite: None

Assessments
Use dance elements and choreographic devices to create short movement sequences
Perform a group dance in a selected style

Restriction: None

Research and respond to a specific dance style

Students learn:
• how dance can be used for different purposes in a variety of cultures
and contexts
• to use the dance elements and choreographic processes, creating
dance that expresses images, ideas and feelings
• to use the dance elements to extend dance skills and explore different
styles of dance
• to prepare and present dance appropriate to performance contexts
• to describe and record how the purpose of selected dance is expressed
through movement

View and respond to a selected dance performance

Course Costs:
There will be optional trips to performances during the year

MUSIC
YEAR 9 MUSIC
(1/2 Year Course) (MUS)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

* Solo performance (voice/instrument)

Restriction: Not with 9MUA

* Group performance (class choir/class orchestra)

Students learn to:
• sing and/or play an instrument in class and/or through formal lessons
• create music using instruments and music technology software; perform their
pieces
• read music and understand the basics of music theory
• notate rhythm and pitch and identify chords
• listen to, analyse and research a range of musical styles

Create music

Course Costs:
Music lesson activities fee $120.00 )
Tutor book $30.00
) if applicable
Instrument hire $90.00
)

* Students may be able to specialise in voice or an instrument depending on
interest and class numbers

It is highly recommended that students have instrument or voice lessons either
privately or at school.
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Music theory
Listening skills
Music knowledge

YEAR 9 ADVANCED MUSIC
(1/2 Year Course) (MUA)

Assessments

Prerequisite: At least two years of instrumental/voice tuition (private or Saturday
music) on one instrument and continuing lessons in 2021 on this
instrument.

Solo performance

Restriction: Not with 9MUS

Composition

Students learn to:
•
play an instrument/voice through formal lessons
•
compose music in a range of different styles using music technology software
•
perform to an audience as a soloist and as part of a group
•
apply their knowledge of music theory
•
listen to and analyse music in different styles

Music theory

Group performance

Listening skills
Music knowledge

Course Costs:
Music lesson activities fee $120.00 )
Tutor book $30.00
) if applicable
Instrument hire $90.00
)

VISUAL ART
YEAR 9 VISUAL ARTS
(1/2 Year Course) (VIA)
Prerequisite: None

Assessments
The ability to generate and develop ideas
The understanding of artists and artworks

Restriction: None

Practical knowledge in painting, drawing, printmaking and sculpture

Students learn:
• to investigate and use a range of methods and techniques in drawing, painting
and printmaking
• to apply ideas explored on studies of traditional and contemporary contexts
• to learn to think creatively
Course Costs:
Art materials fee $25.00
Art stationery pack $25.00

YEAR 9 VISUAL IMAGING
(1/2 Year Course) (VII)
Prerequisite: None
Restriction: None
Students learn:
• to investigate a range of methods and techniques in drawing sculpture, photography, design and moving image
• to apply ideas explored in studies of traditional and contemporary contexts
• to learn to think creatively

Assessments
The ability to generate and develop ideas
The understanding of artists and artworks
Practical knowledge in drawing, sculpture, photography, design and moving
image

Course Costs:
Art materials fee $25.00
Art stationery pack $15.00
Equipment Requirements:
Access to a digital camera
Access to a home computer
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LANGUAGES
YEAR 9 FRENCH
(1/2 Year Course) (FRE)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Assessment in listening, reading, speaking and writing is included in topics on:

Restriction: None

Greetings and introduction

Students learn:
• to develop basic skills in listening, reading, writing and speaking French
in order to communicate effectively
• to understand French life and culture

Describing people

Course Costs:
Nil

School life
Leisure activities
Family

YEAR 9 JAPANESE
(1/2 Year Course) (JAP)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Listening response

Restriction: None

Give a self introduction

Students learn:
• to develop basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing
Japanese in order to communicate effectively
• to understand life and culture in Japan

Reading
Writing Japanese script
Daily life in Japan

Course Costs:
Nil

YEAR 9 TE REO MĀORI
(1/2 Year Course) (MAO)

Assessments

Prerequisite: None

Pānui (Reading)

Restriction: None

Tuhituhi (Writing)

Students learn:
• to develop basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing Te Reo
Māori
• to write and present a report about kaupapa Māori

Whakarongo (Listening)
Kōrero
Pēpehā (speaking)

Course Costs:
Cultural visits - Noho marae, Manu Kōrero, Kapa Haka, Māori sport (Ki o
Rahi)
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LITERACY AND NUMERACY SUPPORT OPTIONS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Basic (ELL)

Number

Assessments

CR

Prerequisite: First language is not English. English language test is required prior to acceptance of the enrolment and is subject to
results.

30994

Read and understand basic texts on very familiar topics

5

27996

Write basic text on familiar topics

8

Restriction: None

31025

Present information on a topic

5

Students learn:
• to read narrative and academic texts in English
• to write narrative and information texts in English
• to listen and speak English in familiar and formal contexts
• to extend social and academic vocabulary in English
• to study and research independently and evaluate progress in all
subjects

31005

Independently read texts

5

Students must attempt a minimum of three standards
which must include a reading and writing standard.

Course Costs:
Headphones (approximately $3.00)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Proficient (ELL)

Number

Assessments

CR

Prerequisite: First language is not English. English language test is required
prior to acceptance of enrolment and is subject to results OR
has passed all Basic ELL units.

30995

Read and understand simple texts on very familiar topics

5

27999

Write simple texts on familiar topics

5

Restriction: None

31026

Present information on a topic

5

Students learn:
• to read narrative and academic texts in English
• to write narrative and information texts in English
• to listen and speak English in familiar and formal contexts
• to extend social and academic vocabulary in English
• to study and research independently and evaluate progress in all
subjects

31006

Independently read texts

5

31020

Participate in an interview on a familiar topic

5

Students must attempt a minimum of three standards
which must include a reading and writing standard.

Course Costs:
Headphones (approximately $3.00)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Advanced (ELL)

Number

Assessments

CR

Prerequisite: First language is not English. English language test is required
prior to acceptance of enrolment and is subject to results OR
has passed all Proficient ELL units.

30997

Read and understand basic texts on very familiar topics

5

28062

Participate in a formal interview

5

Restriction: None

28068

Write texts on familiary topics

5

Students learn:
• to read narrative and academic texts in English
• to write narrative and information texts in English
• to listen and speak English in familiar and formal contexts
• to extend social and academic vocabulary in English
• to study and research independently and evaluate progress in all
subjects

31027

Deliver a developed presentation

5

31008

Independently read texts

5

Students must attempt a minimum of three standards
which must include a reading and writing standard.

Course Costs:
Headphones (approximately $3.00)
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YEAR 9 ENGLISH ENRICHMENT
(1/2 Year Course) (EEN)
Prerequisite: Entry assessment indicates student requires support to meet literacy
requirements for success at PNGHS.

Assessments
Asttle English Test
Probe Reading Test

Restriction: Entry by selection
Students learn:
•
strategies to assist greater personal independence in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening
•
strategies to support individual learning in various curriculum areas
Course Costs:
This course is administered by Te Whare Poutama Achievement Centre
HOD: Ms McLaughlin

YEAR 9 MATHEMATICS EXTRA
1/2 Year Course (MAX)
Prerequisite: Entry assessment indicates student requires support to meet
Numeracy requirements for success at NCEA
Restriction: Entry by selection

Assessments
AsTTle

Geometry

AsTTle

Number

AsTTle

Algebra

Students learn:
• strategies to help their learning in Year 9 Mathematics
Course Costs:
Nil
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YEAR 9-13 CURRICULUM PLANNER

