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DEAR PARENTS       
Kia ora, Greetings, Talofa lava, Malo e lelei, Bula vinaka, Kia 
orana, Namaste, Ni hau, Konnichiwa, Ahn-young-ha-se-yo, 
Sawasdeeka, Apa Khabar, Helō, Xin chào

As we are now at the end of Week 5, the holidays seem 
to be a very distant memory. Term 3 has a focus on 
academic work with senior examinations taking place 
later in September. Students are also busy with sporting 
and cultural activities and winter tournament is a focus for 
many of our sporting codes.

Students have received either the junior or senior 
curriculum handbooks at the beginning of Term 3 and 
all students need to have their 2020 subject selections 
completed on the KAMAR portal by Friday 23 August. 
Careers, Deans and/or Heads of Departments are
available if you need assistance with the choices they make 
for 2020. At this time of the year it is only an indication of 
a student’s intentions. This gives us an idea of the staffing 
weneed to provide in subject areas to best meet student 
choices. We are here to help students make the best 
choices for their future career aspirations.

Recently we held our very successful Open Day event. 
Around 800 prospective students and their whānau 
attended during the touring times. Those who attended 
spoke well of the students who showcased our school so 
well. I am always very proud of the way our students step 
up and show their leadership and represent our values so 
well.

Pre-enrolments are due in on Monday, 2 September by 
1pm. Please encourage all Year 8 prospective students, 
whether they are in zone or out of zone to post or hand in 
their enrolments to the office by this date.

There are obvious exceptions to this, for funerals and 
sickness but it is so important to prioritise learning when 
exams are so close. The school practice exams must be 
taken seriously as they provide evidence for any external 

NCEA exams, should a student not be able to attend any 
exam due to serious sickness, injury or the death of a family 
member. The school exams also provide students with an 
indication of how well-prepared they are at this stage of 
the year.

Learning Conversations and Whānau Hui
The next hui will be held on the evening of the Learning 
Conversations, next Tuesday 27 August. 

Finally, I wish to advise the school community that I will 
be taking early medical retirement due to a serious health 
issue.  Sadly, this means I will be leaving PNGHS as 
Principal at the end of Term 3.  This is not a situation that I 
ever envisioned but I need to focus on my health and spend 
quality time with family and friends.  

I have really enjoyed my 4 years as Principal at Palmerston 
North Girls’ High School. It has been an absolute privilege 
to lead such an amazing school that has talented and 
dedicated students and skilful, passionate teachers.  The 
leadership team is an exceptional group who lead with 
integrity and they have provided enormous support to me 
personally this term. 

Karene Biggs
Principal
k.biggs@pnghs.school.nz

Our choir, Cantatrices leaves for The Big Sing in 
Dunedin next week. The last time this choir was 
selected for the Finale of The Big Sing was 17 
years ago – before any of the present students 
were born! We wish them well as they represent 
our school and the region at this prestigious 
event. We are so grateful to all who supported the 
choir at fundraising events.

Overseas trips
We are becoming increasingly concerned at 
the number of students who are choosing to 
take overseas trips at this critical time of the 
year. I do not expect teachers to set work for 
students who are taking overseas holidays. 
Students need to be present in class during 
term time.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH NEWS

Rest Home Service - Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Forming a partnership with Palmerston North Manor Rest 
Home and Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Students to give 
service to the elderly has been a highlight of 2019. 
A Group of 15 Bronze DOE students have volunteered their 
time to this service and have been involved in a range of 
activities such as preparing milkshakes and popcorn and 
watching movies together; reading to residents; playing 
balloon tennis with residents; spending time talking to 
residents; played a game of chess; drawing or colouring 
in; playing card games and board games; taking residents 
for walks in their wheelchairs and helping to serve at the 
Mid-Winter Christmas Event.

What has been the highlight of doing this service and what 
have you learned from doing this service? 
Some comments from Bronze DOE Students:

Madeline Bendall says “I have enjoyed getting to know and 
to talk to the elderly; and seeing how happy they are to 
have a chat when they unfortunately spend so much time 
alone. I have learnt the value of patience as some elderly 
residents have dementia, trouble speaking, or are unable 
to do some things”.

Lucy Burden says “That some elderly people don’t have 
someone to talk to and that some of them need a lot of 
help to stay alive”.

Katarina Kenzie says “Talking and getting to know the 
residents, I love hearing about their pasts and experiences. 
I’ve heard some pretty crazy, funny stories. I love when you 
make the residents smile and they get super excited when 
you say you’ll be back soon”. 

McKenzie Rowatt says “I know that many of the residents 
do not receive many visitors or get visitors often, so it 
is  amazing that I can make their day, provide them with 
company and have them know that they have someone 
to talk to. Throughout these last few months while I have 
been doing this service I have improved on my social skills, 
becoming more comfortable and polite when talking to 
adults and elders. It has also been a great experience 
because I have learnt many of the skills that will be 
needed later in life when I get a job, like being proactive, 
responsible, reliable and sociable”.

New Kiwis Club by Jasmine Glentworth (12TU)
After helping to resettle a refugee family I saw the need 
to offer support to the refugee community. The experience 
made me appreciate growing up in this safe country and 
I wanted to share some of the opportunities I had been 
given. 2019 has seen the launch of The New Kiwis Club 
in Palmerston North. The children come from more than 
10 different countries, speak many different languages and 
all love having fun and learning together. The afternoon is 
spent learning ukulele, painting, playing games and sports. 

New children join every week and the group is growing. 
It’s been a very successful collaboration between The Red 
Cross, Te Aroha Noa, Replay Sports Equipment,
Palmerston North Youth Council and myself. Ages range 
from 4 up to 18. Some of the countries are Pakistan, 
Malaysia, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand to
name some.

Seeing the joy and happiness on the children’s faces when 
they laugh and play together. Confidence has been built 
through skill development and relationships are
flourishing. How blessed we are to live in New Zealand 
and how much we take for granted the opportunities we 
are given. My personal highlight has been seeing the skills 
the kids have developed be expanded and passed down 
through families and friendships. We started a ukulele 
library, giving the kids an opportunity to practice at home. 

The next steps for this initiative is to get more Kiwi high 
school students involved in the programme. Building 
friendships that transcend cultural barriers helps to build
better communities, foster and understanding. These kids 
are our future doctors and teachers. If you would like to 
help with this programme please email Jasmine:
glenty@inspire.net.nz

Congratulations to recent award recipients
Congratulations to the following students who have 
recently completed their Duke of Edinburgh awards:
• Bronze Award – Greer Burkitt 12TU
• Silver Award – Rebecca Chard 12DJ and Arianah 

Reid13MV
Well done on this amazing achievement.

Rebecca Chard and 
Greer Burkitt (absent Arianah Reid)
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Technologies curriculum and encouraged girls to study 
computer science/engineering at tertiary level.

It was wonderful to see PNGHS alumni as part of the 
university student group hosting the event.

Emily Williams, Abby Flint and Ella Rendell

Laurie Hyde, Amber Joseph and Ana Ramirez with Mrs van der Spuy, 
Digital Technologies teacher

SENIOR EXAMINATIONS

The senior examinations are crucial for the following 
reasons:
• They determine how well prepared students are for 

the NCEA examinations in November
• It is an opportunity for students to receive feedback on 

what their strengths are and areas of focus
• They provide evidence to support the application for 

Derived Grades for the NCEA external standards 
should students need to apply.

Senior examinations will commence on Thursday 12 
September and conclude on Friday 20 September.  All 
students are to return to school on Monday 23 September. 
Wednesday 11 September is a study day for students - 
they are not required to be at school. 

Morning examinations commence at 9.00am and afternoon 
examinations at 1.00pm.  Students should arrive at least 
fifteen minutes before starting time. The duration of each 
examination will range from 1 hour to 3 hours, depending 
on the subject area.  It is very important that students 
check the examination timetable carefully and note the 
day, starting time, duration and location of each of their 
examinations. Some examinations finish at 4pm, students 
may be required to make other arrangements to get home 
if you are a bus student or if they would usually work after 
school. All students remain in the examination for the set 
time.
A printed copy of the senior examination timetable will be 
given to students, available on the school website and on 

Silver Award Ceremony - hosted by the Mayor, Grant Smith
Congratulations to the following students who attended 
the Silver ceremony on 23 May at the Palmerston North 
Convention Centre. These students have demonstrated
initiative and determination. Our thanks to Ms Wilson 
for attending this event and to Mayor Grant Smith and 
Palmerston North City Council for hosting this event.

From Left to Right:
Maddison McQueen-Davies 13SN, Joyee Gui 12DJ, Annabel Chilcott 12HL, 
Ms Jo Wilson, Madeleine Williams 12DJ, Anna Kelly 12DJ, Catherine Orr 

12TU, Christina Leong 12TU, Sarah Grant 12DJ

Gold Award Ceremony @ Government House on 28 July
Congratulations to Zoe Glentworth and Abigail Mitchell who 
received their Gold Awards at the Ceremony at Government 
House on 28 July.  Mrs Jenny Dustin was awarded a long 
service award for being involved as DOE Coordinator since 
1997. 

A few comments from Mrs Dustin about the award:

“I have been a co-ordinator of Duke of Edinburgh’s award at 
Palmerston North Girls’ High since 1997 and I have learned 
so much. It has been an honour and a privilege to work with 
young people over the years and I am constantly inspired and 
amazed by the determination, perseverance and initiative of 
the students I work with. I have observed that It is often the 
section of the award that provides the greatest challenge, 
that also provides the greatest opportunity for personal 
growth”.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

Victoria University Tech Day for Girls
On Friday 5 July, 21 students from Years 11-13 attended 
the above event. Hosted by the University’s Women in Tech 
group, the aim was to increase the diversity in computer 
science, engineering and STEM subjects by introducing 
girls to technology in a fun and inclusive environment.

Activities included programming with robots, cybersecurity/
hacking skills, creating a processing game, and a computer 
graphics workshop that included virtual reality display. The 
day was directly linked to the current and emerging Digital 
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the PNGHS Student Information google site.

Where students have a clash of two examinations scheduled 
for the same time, they are to complete the school exam 
clash form and return it to the main office by Wednesday 
21 August 3:30pm. This form can be collected from outside 
the student centre or on the PNGHS Student Information 
google site.

If you know you are unable to sit an examination in advance 
you MUST fill in the clash/change form and return to the 
main office by Wednesday 21 August 3:30pm. You will be 
contacted via email for a rescheduled time. Family holidays 
do not qualify to have examinations rescheduled.

In the event of illness or other emergency situations 
on the day of an examination, parents/caregivers must 
contact the attendance line on 3538062 so that alternative 
arrangements can be made.  In the case of ongoing illness, 
a medical certificate will be required. Students will be 
contacted via their school email about the arrangements 
for their rescheduled time to sit the examination/s they 
have missed. The last day to catch up examinations is on 
Monday 23 September.

Students are reminded that normal school rules will apply 
during the examination period, including those concerning 
the wearing of uniform and use of transport.  During 
study leave, 11 September – 20 September, students are 
expected to be at home studying, working on internals, or 
at school sitting an examination.  If students come to school 
during school examinations they must be in correct school 
uniform.

Some subjects may not have an examination. Students can 
use examination time to come into school to complete work 
in subjects that do not have examinations. For example 
students could work on their art portfolios. If students 
would like to come into school to complete work they will 
need to prearrange this with their subject teacher and be in 
correct school uniform.

If you have any further inquiries, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ms Brookie.

NCEA INFORMATION

Drivers Licence - Recognition of Prior learning
The New Zealand Class 1 Driver Licence unit standards 
are available to Year 11,12 and 13 students. Credits from 
these standards can count towards learners’ achievement 
of NCEA and other qualifications on the New Zealand 
Qualifications Framework.
 
There are three standards:
• 29363 - Learn to drive a vehicle within the conditions of 

a Class 1 New Zealand learner driver licence (2 credits 
- level 1)

• 29364 - Drive a vehicle within the conditions of a Class 
1 New Zealand restricted driver licence (4 credits - level 
2)

• 29365 - Drive a vehicle within the conditions of a Class 1 
New Zealand full driver licence (2 credits - level 2)

Students can take the application form (available to print 
on the school website or collect from outside the student 
centre) to the main office along with their drivers licence.

National Student Number (NSN) Card
All students sitting NCEA externals have been given their 
NSN card. This card has details on how to log onto to the 
NZQA learner login website. All students are required to 
register for the website. This is where students can check 
their results for internal and externals in January, also view 
their record of achievement. 
The website is www.nzqa.govt.nz/learner-login 

Checking of Entries 
Students have been given a print out of their NCEA entries 
to check that they are correct. Also they have been asked 
to check their address. If their entries are not correct 
students can discuss with their teacher. If their address 
requires updating they can go to the main office or this can 
be done on the KAMAR portal.

Term 3 Reports and Learning Conversations
During Term 3 your daughter will have at least one feedback 
comment per subject beside an assessment grade. This 
can be viewed on the KAMAR portal under each subject’s 
results.

Learning Conversation Evening is in Term 3 on Tuesday 
27 August 2:30-7:00pm. For Year 9 students this will 
provide parents/caregivers an opportunity to meet second 
semester teachers. For Year 10 this is an opportunity 
to discuss with teachers pathways for your daughter in 
2020. For Year 11,12 and 13 caregivers it provides you an 
opportunity to meet with your daughter’s teachers prior to  
school examinations.
Booking information has been emailed to you.

Subject Preferences 2020
Year 9 to 12 students have all received information about 
subject selection for 2020. This includes a copy of the Junior 
or Senior Curriculum Handbook which outlines a huge 
amount of information to help students make informed 
decisions about their subjects next year. There are a few 
amendments to courses for 2020 in Year 11,12 and 13. This 
will be communicated with students through form time and 
also year level assemblies. There are two new subjects in 
2020, Year 13 Tourism and Maori Performing Arts Level 1, 
2 and 3. 
Students are to complete their Subject selections through 
the Kamar portal by Friday 23 August 2019.

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP

Please note the carparks on site at PNGHS are for staff and 
visitors only.  In particular, space near the main office is 
tight.  There is limited parking, no waiting and little room to 
manoeuvure.  We recommend that parents who transport 
students to school drop/meet them in Park Road or another 
nearby street.

In wet weather, students are able to wait outside the 
entrance of the Huia Centre under the verandah or in the 
foyer as they await a pick up in the Huia Street carpark.

SPORT

Napier Girls High School Sports Exchange
Congratulations to all the PNGHS students that represented 
the school at the Napier Girls High School Sports
Netball Senior A   Loss 32 – 40
Netball Senior A2   Won 32 - 24
Netball Junior A   Loss 21 - 37
Basketball Premier   Loss 59 - 66
1st XI Football    Loss 1 - 6
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1st XI Hockey    Loss 0 – 5
2nd XI Hockey    Loss 0- 2

Wairarapa College Sports Exchange
Congratulations to the girls that competed at the Wairarapa 
College Sports Exchange.
1st XI Football   Won 5-0
1st X1 Hockey:    Won 5 -1
Rugby 7’s   Drew 1 -1 over 2 Games

Artistic Roller Skating
Congratulations to the following students for their results 
at the National Artistic Roller Skating Championships:

Emma McLaren (Y13) 1st Advanced Freeskating, 2nd Junior 
Solo Dance.
Katja Franzmayr (Y11) 1st Youth Figures, Youth Solo Dance 
and Open Mini Team Precision.
Jessica Shirley (Y10) 1st Preliminary Freeskating, Juvenile 
Dance Pairs and Open Mini Team Precision.
Linnea Franzmayr (Y9) 1st Preliminary Solo Dance and Open 
Mini Team Precision.

Congratulations to Emma, Katja and Jessica who have 
been named in the New Zealand Oceania Team to compete 
in Melbourne, Australia in October this year. Emma will 
compete in the Junior Solo Dance event, Katja will compete 
in the Youth Solo Dance event and Jessica will compete in 
the Cadet Solo Dance event.

CrossFit
Congratulations to Kaia Marsters (Y10) for her 4th placing in 
Teens Division at the New Zealand CrossFit National
Championships. 

Cycling
Congratulations to the PNGHS Cycling Team for competing 
at the North Island Road and Track Cycling Championships 
in Cambridge.

TEAM TIME TRIAL:
U16 Junior Girls TTT: 5th PNGHS Junior A
Bella Ives (Y10), Sarah Wade (Y10), Holly McInnes (Y10), Bella-
Rose Lloyd (Y10)

U20 Senior Girls TTT: 6th PNGHS Senior
Danielle Rayner (Y13), Fallon Roy (Y11), Ashleigh Gunn (Y11), 
Kyra Craine (Y12), Madi Montgomery (Y12) 

ROAD RACE:
Kylah Gunn (Y9) 2 nd U14 Girls

CRITERIUM:
Hannah Parry (Y9) 3 rd U15B Girls
Bella-Rose Lloyd (Y10) 3 rd U16B Girls
Danielle Rayner (Y13) 1 st U20B Girls

TRACK CYCLING:
Kylah Gunn (Y9) 2 nd Points Race, 3rd Scratch Race, 4th 
515m Scratch Race

Cheerleading and Dance
Congratulations to Maia Bardell (Y11), Ani Kitchin (Y9), Brea 
Richardson (Y10), Breana Speers (Y10), Melissa Burden (Y13) 
and Emma Broadley (Y10) for participating in the Eutotopia 
Cheer and Dance Competition in Sydney.
They won Senior Level 2, were the overall Level 2 
Champions, and also won a bid to the Global Games in 
Hawaii in 2021.

Congratulations to Ani Kitchin (Y9) for her 1st place in the 
Junior Level 2 Individual Division at United We Cheer
Competition. 

Hockey
Congratulations to Maddie Harris (Y12), Ella Bayley (Y11) and 
Cydney O’Hara (Y13) who were members of the Women’s 
U18 Central Hockey Team that won the New Zealand 
National U18 Women’s Hockey Championships. This team 
was coached and managed respectively by staff members 
Miss Verity Sharland and Mrs Valerie Sampson.

Congratulations to Becky Chard (Y12), Baylee Whenuaroa 
(Y12), Jessica Ogden (Y13), Jessica Holloway (Y13) and
Breahnna McIntosh (Y13) who were members of the Womens 
U18 Manawatu Hockey Team that placed 4 th at the U18 
Women’s National Association Hockey Tournament.

Congratulations to Sam Albert (Y10), Jessica Allen (Y10), 
Cadence Broughton (Y9), Breanna Cheetham (Y11), Alana
Gore (Y9), Rebekah Murphy (Y9), Claudia Roberts (Y10) and 
Kama Smith (Y10) for being selected into the Manawatu
U15 Premier Girls Representative Team to compete at 
the National U15 Hockey Tournament in Dunedin 29 
September – 6 October.

New Zealand U18 Women’s Hockey Squad
Congratulations to Maddie Harris (Y12) for her recent 
selection into the New Zealand U18 Women’s Hockey 
Squad. 

Squash
Congratulations to the PNGHS Senior A Squash Team 
Annaleise Faint (Y13), Rebekah Turner (Y13), Genevieve Bell
(Y11), Sophie Bell (Y10), Abbie Tankersley (Y12) and Annabel 
Chilcott (Y12) for coming 3rd at the NZSS Squash
Championships in Tauranga.
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New Zealand Secondary School Squash Team
Congratulations to Annaleise Faint (Y13) who has been 
selected into the New Zealand Secondary School Squash 
Team.  She has also been named No. 1 and captain. 

Netball Umpiring
Congratulations to Neriah Kaihe-Woolston (Y11) for umpiring 
at the North Island U15 Netball Tournament.  She was 
selected as umpire for the 3/4th playoff plus receive a Merit 
Award.

Congratulations to Ella Aull (Y12) who has been awarded 
her Zone Badge.

Congratulations to Alyssa Toland (Y12), Ayoung Cho (Y12) 
and Sahil Kaler (Y12) who have passed their Zone theory.

Congratulations to Ella Hainsworth (Y10), Emma Wang (Y10) 
and Maggie Atienza (Y10) for passing their Centre Theory 
Test.

MUSIC

NZCT Central Regional Chamber Music Finals
Two chamber music groups progressed to the Central 
Regional Finals held in Napier. 

These were Trio Tristezza (Enshean Lin, Ayoung Cho (Y12) 
and Nicole Cheng (Y13)). Enshean also competed in another 
group, Rerekē. Both received a Bronze Award, placing them 
in the top 36 student chamber music groups in NZ. 

Rerekē were selected as a semi finalist (top 12), and were 
then selected as a grand finalist (top 6). The group won the 
KBB award for their performance and a Gold Award.

Fundraising Dinner and Concert
The Music Department held a Fundraising Dinner and 
Concert to raise funds for Cantatrices and their trip to 
Dunedin for The Big Sing National Finale. At the Manawatu 
Golf Club, String Orchestra, Cantatrices, Swingle Ladies, 
The Harmonettes and Water Boy entertained the guests. 

The Big Sing Finale
Cantatrices have been working hard in preparation for their 
trip to Dunedin later this month. They have been learning 
new songs for the competition, fundraising and have also 
appeared in the Manawatu Standard, Stuff.co.nz and on 
More FM radio. Cantatrices debuted a new performance 
uniform at the Fundraising Dinner and Concert, and are 
excited to be among the top choirs in the country and to 
perform at the Dunedin Town Hall. Check the “PNGHS 
Music Department” facebook page for updates and 
performance times. 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE SCHOOL

Year 13 student and Head Girl, Maddison McQueen-Davies 
was selected by the Royal Society Te Aparangi to represent 
New Zealand as one of six students sponsored to attend 
the 40th Professor Harry Messel International Science 
School in Sydney. She attended this two week camp these 
past school holidays alongside 120 bright young scholars 
from Australia, NZ, China, Thailand, UK, USA, Japan and 
India. 

During the programme, Maddison took part in hands on 
science experiments, museum and lab tours and listened 
to lectures from scientists from across the world. This 
was an incredible opportunity for Maddison to broaden her 
horizons to future careers in science and something other 
students should look out for in coming years. If you will 
be in Year 11 or 12 in 2020, there will be an opportunity to 
apply for incredible overseas science trips like this so look 
out in the notices next year! 

SENIOR FRENCH - A MID WINTER CHRISTMAS

At the start of Term 3, the senior French class hosted 
a Mid-Winter Christmas themed around France. This 
was a collaborative venture with Linton Country School, 
another school in our CoL, Community of Learning. The 
event provided our Year 13 students with a topic for their 
speaking internal, where they must describe and comment 
on a cultural event; thus the mid-winter Christmas fun! 

Linton Country School students participated in a range of 
activities including Petanque - a form of bowls popular in 
France, Christmas cookie decorating and Pin the Nose on 
Rudolph. Each child made a stocking to take home and they 
had the choice of writing a letter to Santa, or completing a 
colouring sheet. French language was incorporated into 
each activity through the use of colours and greetings, so it 
was both an educational and enjoyable experience for our 
visitors.
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COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 

The Brave Thinkers - by Olivia Foote
The Brave Thinkers programme was held at PNBHS, 
College House from 7-12 July and I was fortunate to win a 
scholarship to attend this programme.

During this time we were able to listen to speakers such as 
Willie Apiata, a ‘young guns panel’ of young entrepreneurs 
who are working full time jobs as well as running a business 
on the side, Jono Key who was a strategic planner in media 
and creative agencies and an organisation called Organic 
Development came in and spoke to us about building 
resilience.

During this week we were required to create a business 
plan for a product we had thought of, we were placed in 
groups of around 6 students and at the end of the week we 
presented our business ideas in a dragons den environment 

The highlight of this week was making new friends who 
share the same interests as me and also being able to learn 
so much about business and listen to amazing speakers. 
What I learnt was: 
• Anything is achievable if you set goals for yourself and 

dedicate yourself to accomplish it 
• Resilience is a very important part of being successful 

in the business world and even the whole world in 
general

• Try everything because you miss all the shots you don’t 
take.

13 Business Hifarm Trip - Charlotte Waters
On 30 July the Year 13 Business studies class had the 
opportunity to visit the Hifarm holdings Ltd Dairy farm. 
We used this opportunity to gather information for our 
Agri-business internal about future proofing strategies 
that ensure the long term viability of a business. We 
also learnt about the government policies and council 
regulations surrounding dairy farms and the environmental 
management systems that are in place.  Some highlights 
included seeing the state of the art semi-automatic milking 
system in action and looking at the data for each individual 
cow. Thank you to Bill, Luke, Anna and their team for 
showing us around and answering all our questions. 

12 and 13 Economics Trip on 24 July - Annabel Chilcott
Year 12 and 13 Economics students were fortunate to go on 
a day trip to Wellington and visit a few important commerce 
centres.  The purpose of this visit was to give students a 
real life context to the theories and policy they cover in 
class, as well as seeing potential career options that are 
available as a result of studying commerce. 

We visited the Reserve Bank, and then went on a scavenger 
hunt of important places in and around the commerce hub 
of Wellington. Key places to visit were the Kate Sheppard 
petition and Treaty of Waitangi at the National Library, 
as well as embassies, parliament and some government 
departments. 

At the treasury, we learnt about what the treasury does 
and how it works alongside the government. Then we did 
a budget activity where they had to prioritise government 
spending to meet a specific amount of money and then 
had to adapt the budget for unforeseen events (eg. teacher 
strike).

At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade, we learnt 
about some of the free trade agreements NZ has, or is in 
negotiations with, as well people working at MFAT do and 
the experiences (travel wise) that the Ministry offers to its 
staff. 

Sharesies is a company that created an online platform/
app to allow investing in shares to be more accessible and 
do-able for everyone. They employ a number of people 
ranging from software specialists to legal experts. While 
there Sonya, one of the founders, explained how the system 
worked and what long term benefits customers could gain.

UPCOMING EVENTS

23 August 2020 Subject Selections due

27 August Learning Conversations, school finishes 1.25 pm

27 August Whānau Hui

28-31 August The Big Sing Finale (Dunedin)

2-7  September Winter Sports Tournament Week

9-13 September Māori Language Week

10-12 September Ngā Manu Korero Nationals in Palmerston North

11 September Senior Study Day

12-20 September Senior Examinations commence

Check the school calendar at
www.pnghs.school.nz for more details.


