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Welcome to our new students and all returning students. 
We hope you enjoy the coming year being part of the Music Department. 

 
Cantatrices Workshops 
This year Cantatrices will have three 
workshops with two different presenters! 
 
The Arts Heart funding we received in 
December last year will assist us to be able to 
bring Megan Flint down from Auckland for two 
days. 
 
Ms Carter, along with Olivia Hurnard (Vocal 
Programme Leader) and Emily Mackay (Head 
of Arts) attended a presentation at the Council 
Chambers late last year to receive a cheque 
and certificate. 

 
PNGHS Music Department Facebook page 
We need more followers! Sign up to our PNGHS Music Fb page to 
keep up with the latest music news as it happens. Please encourage 
your friends and family to sign up too. You can find us at: 
www.facebook.com/pnghsmusicdepartment/  
 
2019 Music Calendar 
This is always found at the end of ‘The Muse’. The calendar is updated for each edition and 
holds the most accurate information we have….. and it changes regularly! So make a point 
of referring to it. If you are unsure about anything in it come and see us. 

 
New Staff 
 We welcome Mr Jason Wilcox to the music teaching team. He is 
teaching guitar, bass and drums. He is director of the guitar 
orchestra, guitar ensemble, rhythm ensemble and the co-director of 
Jazz Band with Miss Joe. 
 
Mr Paterson formally joins the Music Department where he will lead 
the bands and audio programmes. 

  
Student Success Stories 
Please let us know about your - or your friends’ successes - in music outside school. Forms 
are outside the Music Office, or drop us an email. 



• Nicole Cheng, Piano, ATCL 
• The Harmonettes will sing at the ‘Relay for Life’. 

 
PNGHS Music Alumni 

• fruit juice parade (Y13, 2018) continue their success with one of their singles 
reaching the Top 10 on the official NZ singles chart, featuring in a short film on emo 
music, working at ‘Girls Rock Camp Aotearoa’ in Auckland, plus playing gigs here in 
PN including the ‘Summer Rocks’ series. 

• Madison Horman (Y13, 2014) has received offers from two music schools in the UK 
to further her classical vocal training. 

• Sylvia Neild (Y13, 2015) has just completed her viola studies at Waikato University. 
• Katie Monaghan (Y13, 2017) plans to start at ‘The Ardern Performing Arts School’ in 

Manchester (UK) in August. 
 
Music Expo 
Year 9 students attended the Music Expo in week 2 
where they heard some of our top music groups 
perform, showing the variety of instruments that are 
taught at PNGHS.  
 
Students then had the opportunity to try out the 
instruments, ask questions and meet the teachers and 
music student leaders. 
 
 

 
The Harmonettes by Amelia Williamson 
December last year The Harmonettes performed 
at Christmas in The Square, (which then became 
Christmas in the Arena due to bad weather 
forecasts). We performed a programme of 5 
songs, roughly about 20 minutes long; Sit Right 
Down, Don't sit by the Christmas Tree, Swingin' at 
Santa's Place, Zat you Santa Claus and Mr Sandman.  
 
We performed alongside other amazing local acts with Ms Ferry, with the Roger Fox Band 
also playing a programme in the evening. We really enjoyed the opportunity of performing 
our music to the community. 
 
Cantatrices Workshop with Dr. Karen Grylls by Olivia Hurnard 
Cantatrices recently had the honor of attending a workshop at PNGHS with one of New 
Zealand’s top choral directors, Dr. Karen Grylls. We were one of three lucky high school 
choirs to have this opportunity. She focused primarily on improving our sound as an 
ensemble. 
 
Karen is the Head of Choral Studies at Auckland University, where she previously 
completed a PhD in Choral Conducting. She is widely sought after as a choral clinician and 
has had invitations to adjudicate in countries all over the world. So having the opportunity to 
learn from her was a real honor. Karen helped Cantatrices achieve a better sound by 
encouraging them to sing using their singing register, rather than their speaking register. 
This workshop has provided the choir with invaluable skills as they prepare for ‘The Big 
Sing’ 2019. 
 



 
Meet the Music Leaders 2019 
 

 
 

L to R: Olivia, Ayoung, Anna, Nikeysia 
 
My name is Anna Prasitdamrong and I am the Music Prefect at Girls' High! I have the 
instrumental programme leader portfolio.  
 
I have played the violin for 10 years, and also play the piano and saxophone as well as a 
range of other instruments for fun. Music is a huge part of my life, and I'm excited to share 
my passion for music with others. 
 
This year I am leading the the PNGHS String Orchestra, and have been in many ensembles 
over the years, from the Manawatu Training Orchestra to Youth Orchestra, Concert Band, 
Percussion Ensemble, String Orchestra, Manawatu Sinfonia and others. 
 
Getting involved in music groups has allowed me to to become a better musician both 
individually, as well as part of a group. I’ve met amazing people and experienced so much 
learning through all these opportunities. I would encourage all students, new or old, to 
explore options in the wonderful department that is music at Girls’ High. I look forward to 
getting to know you all :) 
 
Hi! I’m Olivia Hurnard, the Vocal Programme Leader. I have been involved with the Music 
Department at PNGHS since Year 9. I have been a member of all sorts of music groups 
including, Junior Choir, Zing, Cantatrices, Training Orchestra and Concert Band. I have 
always been interested in music but I never knew what opportunities were out there until I 
started high school. For the last three years, I have taken up singing, ukulele, guitar, 
saxophone, clarinet and bass clarinet, all of which I love to play both inside and outside of 
school. 
 
My goal this year as Vocal Programme Leader is to promote vocal music throughout the 
school and to encourage all students to step out of their comfort zone and try something 



new within music this year. This is important to me because music has taken me so far and 
has been such a positive part of my life. I can’t wait to meet all the new members of the 
PNGHS Music Family. Have a great year everyone! 
 
My name is Nikeysia Butler and I am the Audio Programme Leader for 2019! We have a 
strong audio programme, with two main aspects, the first aspect being live performances - 
setting up for performances and mixing the sound live, (my personal favourite) and the 
second aspect being studio recording. The recording aspect entails using the gear to 
produce a high-quality recording. Last year, students (singer-songwriters) recorded their 
original songs, whether that be needed for a school standard or they were curious to see 
how their own song sounded with professional equipment.  
 
My first introduction to audio was in Year 10, when the school held an introduction class in 
which I became fascinated with the topic as it is so broad and you're constantly learning. 
The audio classes at school are for any age and any level of experience. Beginners are 
encouraged to join, and you do NOT need to be involved in the Music Department to join. 
 
About myself: My passion is music, I play the guitar and have been playing for just under 10 
years now. I'm in the school's guitar ensemble and am in a school band. As the audio 
leader, my main goal for this year is to encourage more Juniors to become involved in 
sound.  
 
Hi I’m Ayoung, the Music Committee Programme Leader. My role in the music 
department this year is to run the music committee, and help organise events to further 
promote music in the school. This personally is an important role to me which I am thrilled to 
fulfil this year, because the music department at PNGHS has played such a large role in my 
school life since year 9. As a cellist, I have been involved with various groups since then, 
such as Chamber Music and String Orchestra. My goal this year as Music Committee 
Programme Leader is to encourage further participation in music from the wider school, and 
I hope that the events my committee and I organise help to promote this. I am excited to be 
able to share the talent and passion the girls on our music department have with you all, 
and am looking forward to the challenges this year has to bring! 
 

NZIYAF by Malissa Sun 
In January I attended the NZ International Young Artists Festival 
in Auckland. This was a week long piano and chamber music 
programme featuring young pianists and visiting artists from New 
Zealand, China and the USA. During this week we learnt from 
professors including Katherine Austin, Jian Liu and Fang Zhang. 
Everyday we attended and performed in masterclasses, 
concerts, recitals, and competitions, and also had private 
lessons from each of the professors.  
 

Every morning was an early one. I had private lessons with Professor Zhang, Professor Liu, 
and Professor Austin. Performing for them was pretty nerve wracking, but they were all 
incredibly kind and helpful. We also had masterclasses with the other students. Everyone 
there was extremely talented, I was completely shocked when I heard some of their 
achievements! My sister (Marian Sun, Y13 2018) and I were the only people from 
Palmerston North, everyone else was from Auckland or China! We couldn’t believe the such 
high standards there.  
 
During the festival there were 2 concerto competitions, and the winners got to perform with 
the NZ chamber orchestra and the APO summer school orchestra. I didn’t compete in them, 
but I rehearsed 2 duets with a girl from Auckland to perform at the Gala concert. Everyone 



was preparing for their solo recital at the end of 
the week, where we all had to play 3 pieces at 
the Lewis Eady Showroom.  
 
By the end of the week I was very tired, but I had 
learnt so so much. My playing had improved 
immensely and I had a completely new mind set 
towards practising/performing. The festival was 
such a fun experience, and I learnt so many 
valuable things. I can’t wait for more 
opportunities like this!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff News 

• Mrs Smith and Miss Joe attended a choral workshop for choir directors with Dr Karen 
Grylls. 

 
Your 2019 Music Leaders 
You can contact any of the leaders on their school email addresses. They are happy to 
answer questions related to our music programmes or to help you individually. 
 
Music Prefect 
Anna Prasitdamrong annapra@pnghs.school.nz  Arts Council & Instrumental 
 
Programme Music Leaders 
Nikeysia Butler  nikeysiabut@onghs.school.nz Audio 
Olivia Hurnard  oliviahur@pnghs.school.nz  Vocal 
Ayoung Cho   ayoungcho@pnghs.school.nz Music Committee 
 
Performance Music Leaders 
Anna Prasitdamrong annapra@pnghs.school.nz  String Orchestra 
Amelia Williamson  ameliawil@pnghs.school.nz  Choir 
 
The Muse 

• Please send your ideas and contributions to the Editor, Ms Carter at 
k.carter@pnghs.school.nz  

• If you have any problems with receiving this newsletter contact Ms Fisher, Music 
Administrator, at k.fisher@pnghs.school.nz   

• If you know anyone who would like to be added to our email circulation list for The 
Muse please ask her/him to email Ms Fisher k.fisher@pnghs.school.nz with the 
subject line ‘Send me The Muse’.  
 

Next Issue: March/ April 2019 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Calendar 
Concerts, trips, workshops, playouts and music events are regularly  

added to the calendar throughout the year. 
 
March 
8 Outdoors Bands Concert, lunchtime (Huia Centre if wet) 
14 Opening night of PNGHS/PNBHS show The Addams Family 
22 Music Committee Event, Quiz, lunchtime, Huia Centre 
23 Closing night of The Addams Family 
 
April 
1 Chamber Music NZ contest entries close - performance and original composition 
 
May – Music Month 
7 Smokefree Rockquest entries close 
12 Smokefree Rockquest Manawatū Heats 
12 Jazz Band @ High Schools’ Jazz Club Day, Willow Park Tavern, 4pm+ 
13 Musica Viva, Square Edge, 7.30pm +, invited performers 
18 Cantatrices Workshop with Megan Flint, all day at PNGHS 
24 PNGHS Recording Scholarship applications close 
25 Cantatrices performs @ Rotary Youth Music Festival, CBD 
30 Barbershop Contest, Lower Hutt Town Hall 
 
June 
1 Jazz Band at the Manawatū High Schools’ Jazz Competition, Regent, all day and 

evening concert 
5 Cantatrices performs at the Molly Atkinson Choral Festival. 
7 Smokefree Rockquest Manawatū Finals 
9 Festival of Bands, Feilding, morning/ afternoon 
11 Chamber Music NZ Contest, Speirs Centre, afternoon/ evening 
13  The Big Sing Manawatū/Whanganui, Regent Theatre, all day and evening 
22 Chamber Music NZ Central Region Finals, Napier, all day. TBC 
27 PNGHS Piano, Voice and Mardon Award competition entries open 
29 Cantatrices & invited singers Workshop with Megan Flint, all day at PNGHS 
 
July 
 
August 
6 Open Day, Music Leaders and invited performers 
10 IRMT Chamber Music Competition, Huia Centre, all day. Includes Training 
 Orchestra, Rhythm Group, String Orchestra, Concert Band, Guitar Orchestra; some 

chamber music  groups; some small vocal groups.s 
15 PNGHS Piano, Voice and Mardon Award competition entries close 
19-20 The Big Sing ‘Cadenza’, Whanganui, TBC 
29 Music Showcases 1 & 2, all music groups, Huia Centre, 5pm and 7.30pm 
 (preferred date) TBC 



29-31 The Big Sing ‘Finale’, Dunedin, TBC 
 
September 
11-20 PNGHS Senior Exams 
25 High Performance 2020 applications close 
26  Music Showcases 1 & 2, all music groups, Huia Centre, 5pm and 7.30pm 
 (alternative date) TBC 
 
October 
13 High Performance 2020 instrumental applicants submit video recording by this date 
Mid High Performance 2020 vocal auditions and instrumental interviews 
24 Sports Prize Giving, Regent, 7pm 
31 Arts Prize Giving, Huia Centre, 7pm 
 
November 
2 ‘A Touch of Class’, St. Peter’s Church, 3pm (Cantatrices, String Orchestra, 
 invited competition winners/ guest performers) 
5 Senior Prize Giving, Regent, 7pm 
 
December 
5 Junior Prize Givings, 9am and 11am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


