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Outdoor Concert by Nikeysia Butler 
On International Women’s Day (8 March) there was a lunchtime 
concert held in the Huia Centre which gave the school bands an 
opportunity to perform in a non-competitive environment.  
 
Due to the unfortunate weather conditions, what was known as 
the 'Outdoor Concert' very much became the 'Indoor Concert'. 
This didn't discourage the bands - or people from turning up to 
support them.  
 
The four school bands had three weeks to get their pieces performance ready. The hard 
work they put into their pieces in such a short amount of time paid off as everyone sounded 
brilliant! Each band played two items each and had the freedom of choosing what they 
wanted to perform.  
 
Special thanks to Ferbeen Azmi and Mr Paterson for helping with the setup of the concert 
and to all those that came to support our school bands.  
 
You can see all the photos here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PxaYLBy8pd-yIBlNdgr_WJWPxfGS5jgI?usp=sharing  
 
 

 
 
 
Music in the Library by Ayoung Cho 
Mid- March, Third Bridge Trio comprising two violins 
(Enshean Lin, Emma Stein) and a cello (Ayoung Cho), 
performed for the first music in the library this year. They 
played a range of repertoire, from pop to classical, and a few 
movie favourites. It was encouraging to see a positive 
turnout and response from the students, and was a highly 
enjoyable experience for all!  
 
 
 



Studio 1 
This studio is now mainly used at lunchtime/ after school for band 
rehearsals. Before leaving, please make sure  

• all power is turned off at both the wall and the equipment (amps, 
mixer etc.)  

• gear is returned to the Music Office/ instrument room (leads, 
cords, sticks)  

• mixer box and drawers are locked  
 
Interview with Mr Jason Wilcox by Nikeysia Butler and Anna Prasitdamrong 
Mr Wilcox is an instrumental teacher of guitar, bass guitar and drums at PNGHS. Mr Wilcox 
is in charge of the school's guitar orchestra, guitar ensemble, rhythm ensemble and shares 
the leadership of the High Performance Jazz Band.  

 
What instruments do you play?  
I play Guitar, Bass, Drums, Ukulele and I sing. 
 
What is your musical background? 
I started playing music in high school, like many 
students at PNGHS. I was a keen music fan and 
loved the sound of a guitar, and I gravitated towards 
playing guitar and lessons at high school. I got into 
the school band, and put my all into the instrument. 
I played in church bands, I played in pub and 
functions bands, I played as a soloist wherever I 
could. It led to auditioning to the Christchurch Jazz 
School at the age of 21, and I did a three-year 
music degree, then went on to teachers college. I 
have been playing and teaching instruments ever 
since. I still actively perform, as well as teach a 
bunch. 

 
What is your proudest musical achievement?  
I think every time a plan comes together, in a music sense, it's a musical achievement! But I 
am proud to have played and sung with the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra. I'm also 
proud to say, I have a good enough reputation as a musician, if I need to put a show 
together, I can call upon the best players and they are happy to work with me because they 
know I'm there to do it well. 
 
Where has your musical journey taken you? 
I have played all over NZ, but also, I was guitarist in a cruise ship showband. That took me 
around Mexico, Jamaica, Grand Cayman, New Orleans, Miami... and when I was in high 
school our school band did a massive trip to Hawaii, LA, Las Vegas, Grand Canyon, San 
Diego, San Francisco, Yosemite... I also went to Fiji for almost 3 months as part of a music 
group. And, its taken me to a lot of places to teach too! 
 
What is your favourite thing about music?  
The infinite potential. Music has no boundaries. Music brings people together. It's endless 
and it's accessible to everyone on some level. 
 
How did you become interested in music?  
My dad was a music fan, there was always music being played on the stereo. Also, he took 
me to major concerts from a young age. By 16, I had seen Queen, Dire Straits, Elton John, 
Billy Joel, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Deep Purple, Simon and Garfunkel, Joni Mitchell, Pink Floyd, 



Neil Young, Split Enz, Jackson Browne, Graham Nash, George Thorogood, I forget who 
else. All of those artists had a real strong guitar presence in their music. I think if I could see 
one again, it would be Stevie Ray Vaughan. I have never seen anyone like that again, to 
this day. He died young, in a helicopter crash - but what a legacy he left. Brian May also left 
a big impression on me. Once I started listening to Steely Dan as a gateway to jazz and 
then listening to more full on jazz guitarists, I was hooked on jazz guitar. I also got hooked 
on reggae about 15 years ago. I go in phases with what I want to listen to, but it always 
comes back to amazing instrumentalists and amazing singers. 
 
What inspires you in music and how do you deal with the challenges 
that you may face?  
Recently I took a lesson with acoustic guitar master Peppino 
D'Augustino. I had an hour and twenty minutes one on one time with 
someone who has won worldwide acclaim, been on the cover of every 
major guitar magazine, put out multiple records, and is in the top 
bracket of acoustic guitarists worldwide. Those who saw his concert 
saw the mastery of the instrument which a life dedicated to 
performance and excellence can bring. To meet and learn from people who have so much 
to offer, that's a major inspiration to me. I still seek out lessons with the best musicians I can 
find. Everyone faces challenges. Peppino does. We all do. Those who succeed continue to 
stretch themselves and set new challenges. Music is challenging. The trick is to not let 
difficulty discourage you. Remember, that whatever you're trying to do, thousands of people 
right now are also trying to do it, and thousands before you have succeeded. You can do it. 
Stick to your vision and be determined. 
 
Barbershop Workshop by Kayla Allen 

On the 21 of March, three students attended to 
a Barbershop Workshop along with Mrs Biggs. 
This was held at Wellington College. The 
workshop started off with a few quick and fun 
warm-up exercises before splitting up from the 
boys, to practice our song which was 
‘Sentimental Journey’.  
 
Since multiple schools from the Wellington 

area were participating in the workshop this meant we could split into the parts of Bass, 
Baritone, Lead and Tenor so we could learn our parts. Then we had a quick morning tea 
break before learning how to find our starting notes from playing a single C note using 
relative pitch. We then came together in our parts and worked on the choreography for the 
performance. After this, we performed our song and the boys performed theirs. It was also 
great to watch other quartets perform so we could get an understanding of how to present 
ourselves on stage when performing. A personal highlight of mine was actually being 
encouraged to swoop between notes. Overall it was an enjoyable and useful experience as 
well as a great introduction to Barbershop.    
 

The Addams Family 
Congratulations to all cast and crew on presenting such a fun and 
fabulous show. You deservedly received great reviews!  
 

 
 

Have you joined us yet?! 
www.facebook.com/pnghsmusicdepartment/ 

 



School Holiday Beginner Sound Engineer Course 
The Stomach is running a course during the holidays on 
15-16 April. Cost is just $20 for both days thanks to 
funding from the PN Performing Arts Trust. Places are 
limited so email admin@creativesounds.org.nz to reserve 
a place. 
 
Course topics include: live music performance, PA 
systems, microphones, cables, monitor mixing, stage 
layout, and more. 
 
By the end of the course you will have setup and operated a small PA system suitable to 
support a public speaker address, or small format live performance (e.g. guitar/keys and 
vocals). Talk with Mr Paterson or Nikeysia if you want to know more….! 
 

Music Committee Quiz by Ayoung Cho 
Late March, the Music Committee held their first event - 
the “Guess the Song Challenge”. It was great to see the 
positive turn out from the school, and the enthusiasm 
from both the teams and committee members! 
 
The event started off with 
a music mashup, 
followed by a quickfire 
round in genres of pop, 

musical theatre, instrumental and Disney. A new form of answering 
was trialled this year on Google Forms - something that we all agree 
to have found convenient, and which we will certainly consider for 
future events. 
 
All in all, our lunchtime challenge was a success - everything ran 
smoothly, and thankfully the audio and wifi decided to cooperate! 
Congratulations to winners Kaitlin Murphy, Ella Greaves, Yutong Ma 
and Ivy Ho, and a huge thank you to all of the volunteers.  
 
See all the photos here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14ty-E0ruE0SCH58IL9KgAlPvLOk7AX6l?usp=sharing  
 
New Music Equipment 
The Music Departmen has purchased percussion traps and a cymbal/stand for use by 
Concert Band. We also have a guitar amp, left handed electric guitar and an amp/PA 
system. 

 
Visits by Harry Lilley, Manager of The Stomach 
This term Harry Lilley has visited each of the senior music 
classess with Miss Joe and Ms Carter and the students in 
the Bands programme with Mr Paterson.  
 
He spoke about what The Stomach does, its faciltiies, hoe 
students can get involved. For example, there’s a holiday 
sound course coming up and an evening for new bands/ 
performers on 27th April, at the end of the holidays.   
 
He was also interested in learning how students access 

music – downloads, live etc – and the barriers to them being involved in live performance. 
 



Bands Programme 
Recently, students were invited to a lunchtime of 
activites related to Songwriting Lyrics 1, led by Mr 
Paterson with help from Ms Fisher, Ms Price and Miss 
Joe. Next term there will be a follow up session. 
 
The term will finish with a lunchtime concert – Hot 
Tunes and Chilli Beats - on the Friday in HC1 by 
students in the band programme. The various student 
combinations will all perform a song. Entry is limited 
and by ticket only. Each band programme member has 
three tickets to give away to friends….. so if you want 
to be there, ask for a ticket. 
 
Staff News 

• Miss Joe moves into the HoD Music position from next term for the rest of the year 
while Ms Carter is Assistant Principal. 

• Mrs Heather Selway will join the Music Department next term and teach violin, 
chamber music and String Orchestra. 

• Mrs Sylvia Fountain will direct the Barbershop Quartet while Mrs Biggs is on leave 
during term 2. 

 
Your 2019 Music Leaders 
You can contact any of the leaders on their school email addresses. They are happy to 
answer questions related to our music programmes or to help you individually. 
 
Music Prefect 
Anna Prasitdamrong annapra@pnghs.school.nz  Arts Council & Instrumental 
 
Programme Music Leaders 
Nikeysia Butler  nikeysiabut@onghs.school.nz Audio 
Olivia Hurnard  oliviahur@pnghs.school.nz  Vocal 
Ayoung Cho   ayoungcho@pnghs.school.nz Music Committee 
 
Performance Music Leaders 
Anna Prasitdamrong annapra@pnghs.school.nz  String Orchestra 
Amelia Williamson  ameliawil@pnghs.school.nz  Voices Rechoired 
 
The Muse 

• Please send your ideas and contributions to the Editor, Miss Joe at 
d.joe@pnghs.school.nz  

• If you have any problems with receiving this newsletter contact Ms Fisher, Music 
Administrator, at k.fisher@pnghs.school.nz   

• If you know anyone who would like to be added to our email circulation list for The 
Muse please ask her/him to email Ms Fisher k.fisher@pnghs.school.nz with the 
subject line ‘Send me The Muse’.  
 

Next Issue: May/ June 2019 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Calendar 
Concerts, trips, workshops, playouts and music events are regularly  

added to the calendar throughout the year. 
 
May – Music Month 
  7 Smokefree Rockquest entries close 
12 Smokefree Rockquest Manawatū Heats 
12 Jazz Band @ High Schools’ Jazz Club Day, Willow Park Tavern, 
 4pm+ 
13 Musica Viva, Square Edge, 7.30pm +, invited performers 
18 Cantatrices Workshop with Megan Flint, all day at PNGHS 
24 PNGHS Recording Scholarship applications close 
25 Cantatrices, The Harmonettes & Eden perform @ Rotary Youth Music Festival, CBD 
 
June 
  1 Jazz Band at the Manawatū High Schools’ Jazz Competition, Regent, all day and 

evening concert 
  5 Cantatrices performs at the Molly Atkinson Choral Festival. 
  7 Smokefree Rockquest Manawatū Finals 
  9 Festival of Bands, Feilding, morning/ afternoon 
11 Chamber Music NZ Contest, Speirs Centre, afternoon/ evening 
13  The Big Sing Manawatū/Whanganui, Regent Theatre, all day and evening 
22 Chamber Music NZ Central Region Finals, Napier, all day. TBC 
23 Cantatrices guest performers at the Manawatunes Concert, Speirs Centre, TBC 
27 PNGHS Piano, Voice and Mardon Award competition entries open 
29 Cantatrices & invited singers Workshop with Megan Flint, all day at PNGHS 
 
July 
 
August 
  6 Open Day, Music Leaders and invited performers 
10 IRMT Chamber Music Competition, Huia Centre, all day. Includes Training 
 Orchestra, Rhythm Group, String Orchestra, Concert Band, Guitar Orchestra; some 

chamber music  groups; some small vocal groups.s 
15 PNGHS Piano, Voice and Mardon Award competition entries close 
19-20 The Big Sing ‘Cadenza’, Whanganui, TBC 
29 Music Showcases 1 & 2, all music groups, Huia Centre, 5pm and 7.30pm 
 (preferred date) TBC 
29-31 The Big Sing ‘Finale’, Dunedin, TBC 
 
September 
11-20 PNGHS Senior Exams 
25 High Performance 2020 applications close 
26  Music Showcases 1 & 2, all music groups, Huia Centre, 5pm and 7.30pm 
 (alternative date) TBC 
 



 
October 
13 High Performance 2020 instrumental applicants submit video recording by this date 
Mid High Performance 2020 vocal auditions and instrumental interviews 
24 Sports Prize Giving, Regent, 7pm 
31 Arts Prize Giving, Huia Centre, 7pm 
 
November 
2 ‘A Touch of Class’, St. Peter’s Church, 3pm (Cantatrices, String Orchestra, 
 invited competition winners/ guest performers) 
5 Senior Prize Giving, Regent, 7pm 
 
December 
5 Junior Prize Givings, 9am and 11am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


