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Inspiring young women who are successful learners and act with integrity

DEAR PARENTS       
Kia ora, Greetings, Talofa lava, Malo e lelei, Bula vinaka, 
Kia orana, Namaste, Ni hau, Konnichiwa, Ahn-young-ha-
se-yo, Sawasdeeka, Apa Khabar, Helō, Xin chào

A very warm welcome to all 
parents, students and staff for 
2019.  I would like to extend a 
special welcome to our new 
families who have joined our 
school this year.  I trust all 
families have had a restful break 

over the summer holidays.

Students have settled well into classes and there is a positive 
and busy tone throughout the school.  Teachers have spent 
some time getting to know the students they are teaching and 
helping students to get to know them as well.  

2019 Executive Prefects
Congratulations to the following students who were named at 
the Senior Prizegiving in 2018:

• Maddison McQueen-Davies Head Girl
• Emily MacKay Head of Arts
• Janis Gordon Head of Community
• Salma Abdalla Head of Humanities and Sciences
• Annaleise Faint Head of Sport 

2018 NCEA Results
Our students in Levels 1-3 in 2018 have achieved excellent 
results, especially when compared to other similar schools. 
The * indicates that the results are provisional at the moment 
and will change as students apply for grade reconsiderations 
and complete any outstanding work.

2016 2017 2018* Decile 8-10 
(Female)

L1 Literacy 99.6 98.4 97.1 91.1
L1 Numeracy 98.8 98.0 96.3 88.4

NCEA L1 96.0 94.4 91.8 85.4
NCEA L2 95.1 97.1 91.5 88.0
NCEA L3 87.8 89.2 86.2 81.0
UE 73.4 77.9 75.7 70.5
Scholarships 18 26 34 Not available

Students and staff are proud of these excellent results. Our 
school’s results at each level are above Decile 8-10 girls’ 
schools and well above National averages.  The school 
continues to gain very high levels of Merit and Excellence 
endorsements at all levels.  There has been a significant 

improvement at Levels 2 and 3 and this has been one of our school 
targets.

2017 2018
Level 1 74.6 75.1
Level 2 55.3 66.8
Level 3 46.9 59.2

Scholarship results were released last week.  A total of 27 students 
were awarded 34 scholarships from last year’s NZQA university 
scholarship exams.  This is an outstanding result and the best 
results to date for our school. Congratulations to the following 
students who were successful in gaining NZQA scholarships:

Five scholarships:
Charlotte Williams: Biology, Chemistry, English, Physics, and 
Statistics

Three scholarships: 
Tharushi Bowatte: Art History, Biology and English

Two scholarships:
Lydia Bamford: Physics and Statistics

One scholarship:
Nomundari Amarbat: Painting Sophie Griffiths: Printmaking 
Chloe Ashdown: Dance Caitlin Hannah: English
Katie Atkins: Drama Lela Hassan: Biology
Sophie Brokenshire: English Grace Mainwaring*: Dance
Nicole Cheng*: English Maddison McQueen-Davies*: 
 Physics
Hem Chokshi: English Imogen McRae: Chemistry
Anna Chung: Biology Sumedha Mukherjee: English
Evangeline Cleland: Art History Madison Pomana: Dance
Elizabeth Cocks: Dance Rebecca Rawlinson: Classics
Xiomara Dietrich: Biology Marian Sun: Biology
Maeve Egan: Art History Devon Tunnicliffe: Design
Jessica Goodman: Media Studies  Rebecca White: Fashion & 
 Textiles Technology
* Indicates Year 12 students in 2018

A big thank you to the teachers of these students who have worked 
many extra hours outside class time to prepare and support 
students for these exams.

Meet and Greet
We value the relationship we have with 
parents and invite all Year 9 parents 
and students to our Meet and Greet this 
Tuesday, 12 February from 4.30 – 6.00pm.  
This Meet and Greet will take place by 
the outdoor stage where nibbles and drinks will be served to all.

After the main meet and greet, an Extension meeting will be held 
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NCEA

Reviews and Reconsiderations for external examinations
Students have been encouraged to check their external 
examination papers carefully.  In particular, look at the 
marking process and the recording and transferring of 
results from the paper to the record of achievement on line.

A reconsideration is when the booklet has not been 
assessed (or marked) correctly.  There is a fee of $20.40 
for each Achievement Standard.  This is payable directly 
to NZQA and is refunded if the grade changes.  If students 
are unsure whether to submit a reconsideration they can 
show their teacher from last year or the HOD of the subject 
concerned.

A review is checking the results have been recorded and 
transferred correctly.  A review does not require remarking 
and there is no charge for a review.

Students go to their learner log-in for a review or a 
reconsideration.  Here is the NZQA website with further 
information on reviews and reconsiderations:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/
qual i f i ca t ions/ncea/ncea-resul ts /rev iews-and-
reconsiderations/

Applications for a review and/or a review close on Friday 
15 February.

STUDENT SUCCESS

Recently Manawatu golfer Lily Griffin won the open title at 
the Maraenui club’s 103-player Sacred Hill Women’s Open.  
Lily hopes to begin a United States College scholarship 
next year.

SPORT

WE HAVE GONE ONLINE!
All sport information and registrations will now be taken 
online through our Sporty website. Please familiarise 
yourself with the website and the registration process. 
Summer sports are all currently active and winter sports 
will be updated later in the term.  Registrations for 
Swimming Sports and Athletics Day will also be taken 
online.
To find this website you can click on the ‘Sports’ tab on the 

in the Huia Centre for Years 9-13 parents and students 
who wish to be involved in extension activities this year.  
At 6.00pm in the Library, parents and students in 9 
Maths Extra, 9 English Enrichment and 9PN will meet 
together with their teachers to talk about how we work to 
accelerate learning.

Please make this Meet and Greet a priority if you have a 
new Year 9 student.

Staffing
We are fortunate to be fully staffed for the beginning of 
the year.  Welcome to the following new staff:

• Jane Boocock – Fashion and Design Technology
• Samara Doole – Visual Art
• Alison Everett – Chemistry, Science
• Ngawini Heretini – Te Reo Māori
• Elise McIlroy – Physical Education
• Caroline Simmonds – Social Sciences

Property matters
It is pleasing to see so many students enjoying PE 
lessons in the swimming pool this term.  The pool has 
been completely renovated and is heated over night for 
swimmers to enjoy.  Painting has continued inside blocks 
over the holidays and some carpeting has been completed 
in areas throughout the school. 

We have finally had approval from the Ministry of 
Education to go out to tender for heat pumps to be fitted 
in classrooms.  Sadly, these won’t arrive in time for this 
summer but we hope to see these begin to roll out towards 
the end of the year.

Uniform
Students have returned to school and most are wearing 
the uniform with pride.  

Huge thanks to the PTA committee who have worked hard 
over the holidays to ensure quality second hand items are 
available at very reasonable prices for students.  The PTA 
are also available during interval on Fridays for the first 
few weeks to help with any outstanding uniform students 
may be needing.

Please ensure that students comply with the uniform 
expectations with regard to jewellery and nail polish.  The 
expectations are available on the website and clearly set 
out in the Whānau and student handbook.

Wednesday Homework Centre
On Wednesdays from 2.30pm the Library is open for all 
students to use as a homework completion space.  The 
senior common room is also open for Year 13 students’ 
use.  Senior student volunteers will soon be available to 
assist with tutoring as required.  This is a great opportunity 
to complete homework in a supportive environment with 
FREE one-to-one tuition available.

Karene Biggs
Principal
principal@pnghs.school.nz
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school’s main website or through this link: www.sporty.
co.nz/pnghs

If you have any questions please contact Mr Peters on 
j.peters@pnghs.school.nz or pop into the Sports Office.

Sporting Achievement Submission
At Palmerston North Girls’ High School we like to 
celebrate student sporting achievements at regional, 
national and international level through our school Sport 
Facebook page and in the monthly Updates. We are 
trialling a new system for submission of achievements. 
If you and your daughter would like your daughter’s 
achievements recognised, then please complete the form 
under the “Sporting Achievement Submission” tab on the 
Palmerston North Girls’ High School Sports website. This 
allows the school to keep a record of achievements for 
school sports awards and sporting blues/bars.  It also 
helps with nominations for the Manawatu Sports Awards.
 
Any photos you would like to add to the achievement 
please forward to Mr Brett Tivers at b.tivers@pnghs.
school.nz

PNGHS Sports Facebook Page
Please like the PNGHS Sports Facebook Page.  This is 
where we, as a Sports Department, post key information 
for sporting codes, any meetings and where we like to 
acknowledge sporting success.

This year we will be doing a weekly photo montage of 
weekend sport every Monday. Please forward any sport 
photos from across all levels of sport to Mr Brett Tivers 
each Monday by 1.25pm.  We would like to celebrate 
Palmerston North Girls’ High School girls competing in 
a variety of sports at all levels.

Athletics
Congratulations to all seven students involved in the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools’ Athletics Championships in 
Dunedin at the end of the 2018 School Year.

The following students placed in the top 10:
Emma Leader (Y12) Junior Girls - 4th 300m Hurdles, 10th 
80m Hurdles 
Georgie Furnell (Y10), Junior Girls - 6th Road Race
Courtney Trow (Y11), Junior Girls - 8th High Jump 
Sam Mackinder  (Y12), Senior Girls - 7th Javelin, 7th High 
Jump, 10th 100m Hurdles
Lydia Bamford, (Y13, 2018) Senior Girls - 3rd Long Jump, 
4th Triple Jump 

Congratulations to the Palmerston North Girls’ High 
School Senior Relay Team consisting of Monique 
Whiteman (Y13), Sam Mackinder (Y12), Lydia Bamford 
(Y13, 2018) and Emma Leader (Y12) for placing 10th in the 
Senior Girls 4x100m and 4x400m relays.

Basketball Referee
Congratulations to Maddi Pinder (Y11) for being selected 
to referee at the Australian Country Cup. She was also 
the first New Zealander in 18 years to be selected to 
referee a final.

CrossFit
Congratulations to Kaia Marsters (Y10) for placing 3rd 
overall and Kayla Carne (Y10) placing 4th overall at the Rx 
Teens’ Judgement Day Crossfit Competition.

MUSIC

Music Successes
The following students have auditioned successfully for the 
2019 NZ Secondary Schools’ Symphony Orchestra:

• Enshean Lin (Y12, violin)
• Ayoung Cho (Y12, cello)
• Nicole Cheng (Y13, viola)
• Christina Jiao (Y10),  Piano, Grade 8 (Distinction)

New Staff

Mr Jason Wilcox joins the music 
team to teach guitar, bass and 
drums. He will also lead the 
rhythm group, guitar orchestra, 
guitar ensemble and co-direct 
the jazz band.

Mr Paterson formally joins us where he will lead the bands 
and audio mixing programmes.

Music Expo
Year 9 students attended the Music Expo where they heard 
some of our top music groups perform, showing a variety 
of instruments that are taught at Palmerston North Girls’ 
High School. Students then had the opportunity to try out 
the instruments, ask questions and meet the teachers. 

Instrument Lessons 2019
Instrument lesson enrolments are underway and lessons 
have begun.

Enrolments for the following classes close on 12 February:
Strings Woodwind
Violin Flute
Viola Oboe
Cello (tbc) Clarinet
 Saxophone

Brass Vocal/ Contemporary
Trumpet Voice
Tenor Horn Drums
Trombone Guitar
Tuba Bass Guitar
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for educational development projects that foster young 
performers. The certificate and cheque were presented 
by the Mayor at a ceremony last December.

Olivia Hurnard and Emily MacKay receive the award on 
behalf of Cantatrices

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

On Wednesday 5 December 2018 the Tahi Rua Toru Tech 
National Challenge was held at Te Papa, Wellington. Our 
Year 10 team from PNGHS (Flip a Coin), who won the 
Regionals in the Silver category conducted themselves 
well to present their tech idea to the National Panel. They 
have gained a lot of experience in creating innovative and 
original technology ideas.

Thanks to Mrs van der Spuy (teacher) and Dr Meikle 
(mentor) for all their work with the team, and supporting 
them at the national final. Below is the team at the 
Nationals:

Caitlin Naylor, Jordan Daubney, Rae Greenwood

ART

‘Excellence’ exhibition is a celebration of Year 13 
students from around the Manawatu region who gained 
Excellence for their Visual Art external folios. This is 
a fantastic opportunity for students and teachers to 
share their successes and learn from these for future 
years. We are thankful for Te Manawa in their support 

Performance Programme 2019
All students learning an instrument at Palmerston North 
Girls’ High School must also participate in a group. Each 
instrument taught at the school has a pathway from entry 
level (beginners) to developmental to high performance 
(auditioned) groups. Students join an ensemble at the most 
appropriate level for them. 

We have pathways for singers, instrumentalists, 
contemporary performers and pianists. Groups are open to 
all girls in the school. 

Rehearsals are now getting underway for all groups. 
Students should follow the daily notices to find when and 
where each takes place. Just come along – and bring a 
friend!

Our vision is performing music for enjoyment, friendship, 
creative self-expression and musical success.

Performance 
Programme

Singing
Programme

Contemporary
Programme

Instrumental 
Programme

Voice Voice &
Instrumental &

Audio

Strings,
Woodwind, 

Brass, 
Percussion, 

Guitar, Drums, 
pianists

Entry level
Ensembles

Zing (all-
comers’ 
choir)

Audio Mixing Training 
Orchestra 
(Y1)
Guitar 
Orchestra
Rhythm 
Ensemble 
(Y1)

Developmental
Ensembles

Voices 
Rechoired 
(Juniors) & A 
Cappella

Audio Mixing 
Rock Group

Concert Band
Flute Choir
Training 
Orchestra 
(Y2+)
Guitar 
Ensemble, 
Rhythm 
Ensemble 
(Y2+)

High 
Performance
Ensembles

Cantatrices 
Choir &
The 
Harmonettes

Audio Mixing
Rock Band

Jazz Band 
Chamber 
Music
String 
Orchestra
Choir 
Accompanist

Cantatrices Choir Workshops
This year Cantatrices will participate in three different 
workshops by two different choral experts.  The first is in 
mid-February with Dr Karen Grylls. 

These workshops have been made possible with significant 
funding from the ‘Arts Heart’ scheme which offers grants 
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leaders. The final part of the programme runs in Term 2 
and 3 as the Year 13’s return to the form class to keep the 
connections they have made.

As research tells us, if young people make good 
connections when they go somewhere new they feel a 
sense of belonging and this translates to positivity and 
success in what they do. This programme is all about 
facilitating these connections to happen.

of the secondary arts in the region. Please see poster 
for exhibition details and we would love to see you at the 
opening-1st March, 5.30pm at Te Manawa.

CONNECTIONS DAY ACTIVITIES

On Friday 8 February, the Year 9 students and their Year 
13 Connections leaders held an Activity morning. Each 
form class faced 6 activities designed for team building 
and giving each class the chance to get to know each other 
better. There were quizzes, challenges, newspaper fashion, 
and scavenger hunts. Our new students were impressive 
in their house colours and their positive attitudes at giving 
everything a go.

The Connections programme is designed by our Guidance 
Department and has 4 parts to it. The first aspect was on 
the first day of school where the Year 13 leaders welcomed 
and spent time with the Year 9s in their form class. Part 2 
is the Activities day and Part 3 begins in the third week of 
school with weekly small group work facilitated by Year 13 

12 February Meet & Greet

15 February Swimming Sports

21 February Swimming Sports Reserve Day

5 March Athletic Sports

8 March International Women’s Day

 9/10 March Relay for Life

UPCOMING EVENTS

Check the school calendar at
www.pnghs.school.nz for more events

eXcellence

M a n awa t u 
Secondary Schools 
Top Art Folio Show

Level 3 Visual Art

EX-2019

Te Manawa
OPENING 

1st March 5.30pm until 
9th June 

proudly promoting

E X

e x c e l l e n c e
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AN EVENING WITH NIGEL LATTA 
SUPPORTING THE  MANCHESTER STREET SCHOOL 
ROBOTICS TEAM, “THE ODDERBOTS”

Date:  Monday, 4 March 2019
Time:  7.30pm – 9.00pm
Venue:  Feilding Civic Centre, 84 Aorangi Street, Feilding
Tickets: $45.00 via EventFinda

R16 Language May Offend

ADVENTURES IN PARENTLAND:  
TWEENS TO TEENS, AND BEYOND
It’s never been particularly easy being young in an old world, but todays young people 
have to contend with things previous generations could never have even dreamed of. 

In this entertaining evening Nigel reveals why the world is so hard to navigate, and how 
you can help your kids to figure out what their place is in all of it. Whether it’s issues like 
anxiety, depression, and stress, or the truth about screen time, or relationships, or how 
to plan for a career in a world where careers are also changing at a dizzying pace, there’s 
a lot our young people have to deal with. 

The good news is that even though the issues are complex, the way forward is often 
surprisingly simple.
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NZ RED CROSS PALMERSTON NORTH

Refugee Support Volunteering

January training starts:

Tuesday 29 January 6.15pm - 8.30pm 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

0800 RED CROSS OR 06 356 8152

manawatu@redcross.org.nz


